INTERNATIONAL '

p: A great diumlcel to Ulol
: .perpelrntad brOMN magazi
A MONTHLY REVIEW OF THE UFOQ PHENOMENON
e, Spelgel, Firsr Encounter, there

REPORTS. INVESTIGATIONS & ANALYSES /i pressnted sbout 88 9ood 8 coREC- - |
N . tlon_of 'highly - questionable photo- :
; .graphs of UFOs as it is possible to - |
assemble, short of showing models |
uspended on strings. | hasten to i’
imt out that Lee Speigel has dis- ' |}
‘claimed responaibility tor this'tawdry |
‘callection of photés;: it Is his con-
‘tention that the pholos were splected e
‘by the magazine staff on the basis;of
elr colorfulness, n.-lppeal and
rdramatic quality, They wece, ot the:
hotos presented at: ihe Unifed,
alloni which [ rwrntod] Those wers

B igsted fn the OgtNov |
y Sg;cl?dav ! nqn Tmm.’und{t
. Pl A

FRED VALENTICH:

THE MISSING AUSTRALIAN PILOT

The Most Complete (and Perhaps Final)
Report in Print

or
1‘14 ; 1ho phqtog
_oj the April'lssue pf .

MINI-UFO LEAVES WELL-WITNESSED Bt Y years ig
PHYSICAL TRACE IN MISSOURI (B 318 and 10 demonstrate ibat it} s,

" serlous  scientific ;attentio
iphatographs | GPIQH
_ ‘obvjoys: faKes: aﬁd]cloud
S i ourutdi
- A luunnl:go phor:n m;g ;ﬁrap
be photographs ‘the
16 UFOS SELECTED FROM 183 U.S. CASES: nummlombemnmm-domll
= ! i {pnticul
Aug. 15-Sept. 14 puds, and,two may well:oe Interal 5 1}
- 1 itcamera reflpctions. . 1. i In'the lut,
fanalysis, one can nwsf stale"c
qaricajlv that a photograph py
that of a UFO ig genpine, eve
hen image enhancemen| [tech-
rniques are used. Given erough tim
_} oney and ingenuity,* umt about any
1 kad, All that'it |g' iply
Editor-in-Chist: J A wn Hyneh Managing Editor. Allas Hendry I ‘say.about:-UFO; phat

e s e e o el

\.

INTESNATIONAL UFO REPOATER
ULFL 424530

UF O Aeparter i
nal UFQ Fer

i an Ave Syite 207, Evansten, It
all nghts jeserved No parl ol this
niC precess of otherwise
m the puthishes Al nutices ol changs
4 and new addresses J. Allen

Senord cless posiage paid at Evanston Prst Office




» 435, p.d[30

_Séarfrh Second IS Jong shagpe ... coming Tor me "lsauwpllnf s father says

ll-,’r}f tDI' sighting right now ... hovering on top ob me [E() caplure s his son pfum-
o in UFO IV 1 4

iy £ 4

in UFO mystery [IFO 1\1‘ S'l I I{\ UFO PILOT 'NOT HIDING IN BUSH

suare

'ROBE WIDENS ON
MISSING PLANE

_ PILOT LOST
pilot ‘level

headed’ I SEA Metal clue in

VORLD CALLS ON MISSING sea hunt for plane
'UFO GRAB' PILOT Aussie pilol reporls seeing U [
Hundreds of UFO reports  ¢gapcH FINDS NC

Was it the same UFQ? TRACE OF PILOT

FOFIEIGN FDRUM

ng ol UFO s«gniings abitanes it
1115 At least of v

Gosford UFO expert

probes Bass Strait
mystery

Trisis s reprasaniative Samp
over 1hese Case By Jomes
asmiha U S

wm arglng Ihe woni Wihie we cannot axert the same degree of cunii
that the same chaiactenshics ase reported 101 1ha phenomenan abroad

needed to pick up craylish for an Ajr
Training Corps officers’ function,

Saturday, October 21 brought the
world the most publicized sighting of

the year the myslerious case of Thus, on Ccicber 21, he laid aside
Aystralian pilot Fred Valentich. As a his metecrology course studies and
rule, 'UR has diffticully obtaining  lelt Moorabbin Alrport In Malbourne

nformation on a foreign case, but
this ona 1s an exception, for there is
only o much that anyone can know
about it. The solitary witnass is “un-
available for comment” |

at 6:19 PM for a tlight to King Istand
lo get both. Flying in the same
.‘.l 3.000 blue and white Cessna 1821

| ge” type) in which he had

perhaps
torever. The sources ol 1UR's infar-
mation on this matter spring from 70
newspaper clippings from Austratia
and the U.S., direct calls 10 news
departments In Meibourne, reporls
Irom Harry Griesburg, Paul Norman
and Bill Chalker overseas and infor-
mation submitted by Mizhael Duggin
of the University of Sydney and Dr
Richarg Haines in the U.5

Frederick Paul Valentich, 20, had
spenl three years as a cadet and
volunteer instructor with the RAAF
Air Traning Corps in West Msl-
bourne. He had been llying for two
years and held an unrestriclea i
cense since February, 1978. Fred
needed to bulld up night flying hours
for his commercial pilot's license and

e fellowed the conventional
course toward King Island by nug-
ging the shoreline to Capa Otway

a route his lather said he had Hown
three times before. He radioed to the
Melbourne Fl.ght Service that ha had
passad the southernmost point nf
the mainland at 7.00 PM and was
Hiying across the Bass Strait loward
the islang (this was a "tull reporting”™
tight}. Estimated time of arrival at
King Istand: 7:28 PM. His parents
expected to hear from him again at
10 FM. back with his fresh craylish

At 7 06 PM, however, Valenlich
became aware of a neighboring “air-
craft” at his 4500-foot aitituda, ano
radiced the Flight Service about his
unexpected traflic. While a number
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ot :mt.-h‘.v:a'.(-d ACCoN s Maave ap
pedared o 1he wess the tollowing
franscnt has beon 1I“lc):l.'>u.gr‘-|\,
cheched by Ker Wilnams 1the ass-s-
tant giractor of public relutions of the
Deprartment of Transpoart's Air Trans-
it Groap, and he has aeeined 0 a
setbatim ' account  Fred valentach
15 0S4 Melbourne Flght Service is
be

D 0B 14-D50° Melbourne. 1his 15
Delta Sierra Juliet s ther2 any
krown trathic below “wve thousand?
FS Deita Sierra Junet, no Known
rathe

S Delta Sieera Juber, | am *
seerns o) be a large arcralt below
frve thouSano

;U6 44-FS- Oefta Srerra luliel, what
type of atrcraft 151"

0S4 Delta Sierra Juhet, | cannclt
amhom 1L s tour baight, ol seems to
me hag fanding hghts

7 OM00-F8 Detra Sierra Juter
7wl 3r-08J Melocume, this us)
Oetta Sierra Jutiet, The aircralt has
st passed over me at leaslt a
thousand feet above

(Eo note: Tms, laken blealy, would
mean a 1000 feet-pear-mirute climby
F5 De'ta Sierra Julet toger. and it
5 o large aircrafi, contivemed?
DSy-Er—unknown, due o the speed
15 lravelhing—15 these any Air Ferce
arcratt in the vicinity ?

S Detrta Sierra Julie!. na knnwn a
i@t an the vicinity

7 OB 15-084. Meitourne, 1's ap-
prcaching now  lrom due past to-
Aards me

5 Deita Sierra Julet

T 0§ 14-0pen miciophone for IWo
seeonds)

7T 08 48-DSJ. De'ta Swerra Juliet, it
seems 1o me thatl he's Hying over me
lwo, three times at speads | couid
not identify.

s£d note. from 7:08:18 1o 7:08. 48,
Twi ol Ihree passes were made 1n 30
seconds flat That's scme aircralt!
Even @i 4t was one, such arcrafl
buzzing" acts would te a flagrant
aisregard of air navigahion reguia-
tions )

7 09 00 FS: Deits Srerra Juliel,
roger. What is your aclual tevei”
0S54 My level is four and a half thou-
sand . . four, tive, 2610, Zero

£5 Dehg Swerra Juliet, and you con-
firm you cannof idenfify the aircraft?
DSJ: Affirmative

£5 Deita Sterra Junet, roger stand-

Cy

7-09:27-08J4; Meibourne, Delta

Sierra Juliet, IW's not an aircralt, it is
(open microphone for two

seconds).

7.09 42-F5 Delta Sierra Juliel Med-

poyrne. Can you descrbe the -ef-

arcraft?

D54 Della Serra Julet, as s fiying
past. it a long Shape (OpEn mMigio-
phone (o0 three seconds) . . cannat
wenti'y more than that. 1t has such
(open microphone 1or
ondst . . befare me night
now, Melbourme

710 00-FS: Deita Sierra Juhiet,
roges, and how large wow'd the -er
obpec! be '

713 19.-054° Delia Swerra Juhel
Melbourne . I seems hike it's station-
ary What I'm choing nght now s ar-
citing and the thing is jusl crbiting
on fap o me also. IV's gol a gresn
tight and sorl of metallic ilike] il's all
stuny (an) the culside.

FS Delts Swrra Juhet,

To0 a6-DSS Della Sierra Juted,
wepen microphoane for live secends)
15 just vanished

FS Detrs Swerra Jaliet

711 00-DSJ Metbourne, would you
know vhat kend of aircratt 've got? Is
i 1E ype) mobtary atreraf)?

FS Defta Swerra Juliel confirm he
e adorart pust varnushed?

0854 52y agan?

FS- Dalta Sierra Julel, (s the zircralt
sut! wath you?

054 Deita Serra Juliet. (iUs -ah--)
{upen microphone for two seconds)
new approactung from Ihe scuth-
west.

FS: Delta Sinra Juliel.

{Eg nores 1o have wvanithed at
T.10: 46undflown ofl far enough to be
seen dpproacting from the south-
wes! tess than a minute tater
suggesls considerable speed’)

7.11° 50 08) Delta Sierra Juliet, the
engine 1% -- rough idiing I've got it
se1 at twenty three, twenty four ang
the thirg is [coughing).

F3. Delta Sierta Julier. roger. What
are yout intentions?

0SS My intentions are -ah- 10 9o 1o
King Island ah- Mebourne 1hal
strange aircraft is hovenng on top of
me again. |t (open microphore for
two seconds) 1s hovenng and it's rot
AN Adratt

FS. Delta Sierra Julet.
7:12-26-Deta Sierra Juliet, Mel-
Dourne

and then silence, excepl 1ar a
strange “metallic” sound over his
moacrgphaone which was helo open *or
17 seconds W h Upertect” llying
senaitions—adusk sky (known 1o be
cloudless at Cape Otway al 5. 43 PM!
wilh a mild northwesterly breeze and
unlimited wisibility—Vatentich had
disappeare¢  He never made 1 1o
King Island.

The last confrofler to speak with
Valentich was Steve Hobey at the
Meibourne Flight Service at Tulla-
marine, Robey said, 1 had to lorce

Doy Pobey

myselt 1o stay as calm as possible |
wa’t stunned but | had to handie it "

THE SEARCH
Qct. 21: bight aircra’t smibateo a
visual ang radio search that night,

Oct. 22: An RAAF Orion (a long-
range maritime reconnaisance air-
craft] spent the whole next day,
Sunday. searching the steait, 11 did
find an il slick 18 milas north ol
Kirg Islang in the tale alternoon and
agropped a beacon tc mark the s:ght.
The searchers were aiready conli-
dent, however, that the slick was tag
large to be produced by the Cessna.

Oct. 23: A sample ol the slick was
taken by a boat from Warmambtoo
The analysis of the samplo was per-
formed by the Detense Departmant
materials research laboratory ar
Marinyrnong  Result: a weak mix,
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probably “marine diesel” and not the
Cessna's fuel. A Nomad aircraft
scoured an area from Warsnambool
to Cape Otway while the Alr Force
Orion covered the Bass Strait and a
Cessna searched the King Island
region. Aeports trom the search area
indicated the sea lemperature to be
around eignt degrees above lreezing.
The searchers feit, though. that
Valentich would stil stand a good
chance of survival it he was wearing
nis hiejackel.

Oct. 25: By Wednesday night, search
aircratt had coverea 7000 square
miles in four days Eignt alicraft had
flown a total of 70 houwrs, The Aus-
tralian Coastal Surveillance Organ-
ization wn Canberra had alerted all
shipping and craylish boats in the
area to be on the lookout. A pilol
flying at 4000 feet reported sighting
what he thought was 1 plane under
water, but raference to charts
showed the water 1o be 180 leet deep
with a very choppy surlacve due to a
gale, nence, the Department ol Civil
Aviation did notl conswder the report
frm enough 1o follow ug.

Tne RAAF reconmusance plane
wlso spolted some flnisam in the
waler 4 km. from the ail slick which
looked |ike a yeilow (e jacket apd
part of a tuselage: this caused some
trief excitement during the search. A
merchant vessel dete.minged, how-
ever, thal the debris was only fruit
carons and plastic bags. rubbish
from a ship. A thorough land search
o! Cape Otway and King Istand also
proved fruitless, Thus the search
was called ot Wadnesday night An
Aero Commander would tlv  over
beaches later in the week 1o watch
for wreckage which might get
washed ashore.

Oct. 26: The invesligalion war
swilched from the rescue coordina-
tion center 1o the Department of
Transport air safety investigation

branch. An official saic at 1be Lme,
“the Department of Tiansport 1s n
quinng to all aspects ol the air-
cralt's last Hight, This sncomoasses
the airworttiness of the ai-:raft, the
operation o' the aircrati-- including
the fiight plan—and other factors
Inyulved--that 18, the pilot hirnsalf

WHERE IS FRED VALENTICH?

Frid Valentich's apparently tragic
expeiience immediately became the
subpect of world-wide press atien-
tion Indeed, the drama of this inci-
dea! was a marked change from the
“Polizemen See Distant Ambiguous
Light " vanaty of report 10 which tha
media often seem to restrict them-
selves  Tra case alto  generaled
glcbal speculation an the Austraian
pilot's fate Scmaof the suggestions
in Ihe Australian press seem patently
outragecus, instead of a real UFO,
Valenlich was watching an aurora,
then crashed. Another (dea posed by
ken Williams, the Dopariment of
Transporl spokesman, to the press
was that the pilot was watching
meteorites, go! Siruck by one of
tham (!}, became disoriented and
flew upside down, causing his
engine to tough-idle and cut out,
Does it nemt lo be poimed oul that
the history ol meteotites stiking
vehicirs 15 almost unprecedenled,
while the mstory of UFQ involve-
mants with the mysternous disap-
pearaiice of plangs in the Center tor
UFO Studies computerized UFOCAT
number almost twenty? Still, a great
deal ¢! debate has centered on a lew
alternatives te the UFQ “plane-
napping” suggested by the pilot's
last words Arguments for the "pros-

ecution” and “defense’ are listed
below  tollowing each proposed
alternative:

PREMISE ¥1: VALENTICH TURNED
THE PLANE UPSIDE DOWN IN THE
DARK AND WAS SIMPLY WATCH-
ING REFLECTIONS OF HIS PLANE
LIGHTS OFF THE WATER.

Arguments in Favor:

1) The sun set at 6: 43 PM that Satur-
day, and the moon didn't rise until
aflter 11 PM. Mr. Michael Falls, an
experienced thght instructor with the
Great Pacitic Aeroplane Company in
Melbourne told the Christchureh
STAR that Valentich may have risked
his Hile by flying without a horizon In
the dusk sky. “In that case, he may
have lewn by his instincts inslead of
his controls. If you cant make oul a
horizon then you are in Dig trouble,
unless you are experiencaed wilh
instruments.”

2} Valentich made only one night
flight before on instruments (thought
to be Bunalia, 80 miles north of Mel.
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bourne). Cne source slated he only
had 15 heurs of might Hying

3} Spokesmen for the Departrnent of
Transport echoed sentiments that
the young Cessna pilot wasn't very
experienced and “could easily have
accidentally turned the plane upsice
down and seen his own lights rec-
liccted in the sea.’

4] Valentlich said his plane was
“nruiting” (circhng} and the UFO wa-
orbiting above him. This effect woule
ba achieved if he was watching his
own lights off the ocean surlacs
while upside dowr, the reflections
would move with him,

Arguments Against:

1) The Cessna 182L has a gravity-feq
carburator. Upside down, the plane
couid only fly far 50 seconds at the
most (11 seconds, accerding to an-
other source). The sightings lasted
for 6 minufes as timed by the tape
resording.

2) Fred's father Guido 1old the press,
“he was very good in aerobalics. He
would have known immediately if his
flight position was wrong."”

3} There was no sound of a stall
warning over the microphone, or
engine spluller (though the latter
isn’t a guaranteed situation)

4) Arthur Schutt, veleran aviator who
controls the Meltourne-based Schutt
Aviation Company told the press, "In
that halt-light, the pilot would have
sonn known if the aircralt had slaned
to turn upside down. The carpet
comes oul of the floor and the butts
fall out of the ashtray.”

PREMISE #2: [T WASN'T NECES-
SARY TO FLY UPSIDE DOWN. HE
COULD HAVE CIRCLED STEEPLY
INTO THE WATER WHILE WATCH-
ING EITHER THE LIGHTHOUSE
BEAMS OF CAPE OTWAY AND
KING ISLAND REFLECTING OFF
THE CLOUDS . . . OR HIS OWN
LIGHTS OFF OF THE WATER IN
FRONT OF HIM.

Arguments in Favor:

1] Valentich's instructor, Mr. Aubrey
Coates, said he couid have become
confused by beams from the Cape
Otway and Cape Wickham (King
Island) lighthouses., Coatles has
ticwn In the area for 13 years and
ciaimed that the lights could have
appeared tike UFOs,

2! Veteran avialor Mr. Arthur Schutt
also said the most dangerous Lime
tar discrimination was during the
switch from visual flight to instru-
rments al dusk. A disoriented pilot
would betieva his eyes, Schull said,
and not his instruments once he had
lost the horizon.

3) Some pilots tlying at night crashed
alter mistaking ground lights lor




stats, The U S, Ajr Forge found that
pilots most hikely to sutfer an
upsigde down™ dlysion were those
with 2000 to 2500 hours of oapa-
nence, fiying single angine
planes

4) Two exgerienced pi'als have crili-
cized the Department o! Transport tor
even allowing a fught like this
George Smith, former manager of the
lasmanian Aero Club and Colin
Kerby of St Kilda mdependently
stated that the Bass Strait 18 “a bad
stretch ol waler” with unpreaictable
weather conditions. as long as the
Department  allowed  single-engine
planes, especially with inexpe-
nenced pilots, 1o cross he shrail at
right, Kerby said “they w1l just keep
going down.”

Arguments Against:

1) If Valentich didn’f 1ty upside down,
now could the UFO flv repeatediy
over the plane and beyond it?

21 valentich had four instruments 10
tell him his altitude! His voice was
caim and unpanichked and he did,
atter all, hold a class 4 instrumeni
rating

i; Steve Robey, the radar controller
i the thght, told the press, “l don’t
believe he was disorienied because
ne was communicating guite
clearly.”

PREMISE #3: THE REPORTED UFO
MUST MAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN
THE CESSNA'S DISAPPEARANCE.
IN THE CASE OF A CRASH ALONG
A MAJOR AIR ROUTE, IT IS MOST
UNUSUAL TO FIND NO WRECKAGE
OR OIL SLICK

Arguments [n Favor:

1} There were four orange polysty-
rene life jackets designed to be
visitle Irom the air in the avent ol a
water crash

2) Parts of the plane were construc-
1ec trom modular units which tloat in
tre event of a crash. Nane of these
easily-visible objects have been
tound

3} The plane had a “black box” radlo
survival beacon troadcasting a dis-
Iress signal. It was never heard
Arguments Againsi:

1) If the plane had sunk into the
water, the emargency signal would
not have been heard

2} There were two olher plane
crashes in this area in the last decade
where the planes and pilols were
never seen again, First, on December
24, 1069, Peter Phillips, 25, was
fiying a Fuji low-wing aircraft from
King island to Moorabbin. His last
radic message also placed hirn about
B km_ off Cape Otway at 300 meters
altitude. He, too, developed engine
trouble and was believed 10 have

crashed into the sea. No trace of s

plane could be found (no UFQ was
reparted in thes incident).

Wi, on Sepl 8, 1972, an oWl
World War Il Tiger Moth with two

people on board disappearesd  be-
tween Hovart and Flinders Island in
Bass Strat. On board was Max Prica,
57. a "very experienced’ pilot who
had completely restored his own
plane Also on board was conserva-
tionisi Brenda Hean, who chartered
the fugh! to skywrnite in  prolest
against tre hiooding of Lake Pedder
in Tasmania. The plane left at 10:16
AM and was tlue 1o arrive a: 12: 45
PM._ Trere was enough luel 1o last
until 2:30 PM_ The Tiger Moth also
had ore of those emergency bea-
cons, but its high-frequency signat
was never heard, either

d) The fast thung Valentich reported
was engine trouble miles over
Bass Strait

Counter-Argument in Favor:

Even it the plane is discovered to
have crashed in Bass Strait, 11 can
51ill be argued (hat the reported UFD
caused it. The high-speed maneuvers
tack and lorth over the plane suggest
a decided intent toward Lhe Cessna
With ne xnown aircraft, civilian or

military, i the area and with the ex-
hibition of capabilities exceading
knowr planes anyway, the notion

that an earthly vehicle caused such a
crash seems 1otally invalia

PREMISE #4: THE WHOLE EVENT
WAS A HOAX. VALENTICH IS
HIDING SOMEWHERE WITH PLANS
TO RETURN IN THE NEAR FUTURE
AND DECLARE HIMSELF A "CON-
TACTEE" TO BECOME FAMOUS
(EVEN A CULT LEADER AS
SUGGESTED IN THE AUSTRALIAN
PRESS)

I. VALENTICH WAS A UFO BUFF,
AND LIKELY TO PULL OFF A
PRANK LIKE THIS.

Arguments in Favor:

1} Fred Valentich's parants have gor-
trayed a strang impression of their
son as a UFQ enthusiast in the press.
According 1o the family, Fred col-
lected Looks and magazines on
UFOs, He was so convinced about
lile on other planets that he fe!t it
was only a matter of time betore
aliens would invade the eanth. His
mother, Mrs. Alberta Valentich, was
aclually quoted in the press as
saying. “Freddie was worried thal
one day a UFO might come down and
divide the family . . . that they might
fake us away

2) Frea's t6-year olg girifriend,
RAhonda Rushion, lold the Australian
papers, ‘he once told me that il a
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UFO oid come to earth he'd go back
with it bu! not without me."”
2) Mrs. Valentich said that she and

her son had seen a UFO earlier,
around last June. A “very brigm”
hgnt source, “10 to 20 times bigger”
Ihan a star, hovered “several thou-
sand teel” above their home for 10
minutes. Then suddenly it streaked
away in a flash. "We were both con-
vinced it was a UFOQ "

4) Fred's father said he made an ef-
fort to see “all the acience liction
movies.” Columbia pictures "Close
Encounlers of the Third Kind” was
probably the last film he ever saw.
£) Both of Valentich’s parents were
told that during his time at Sale
RAAF Base as an Air Tra:ning Corps
cadet, he had seen classilied mata-
nal which confirmed his earlier be-
liets aboul UFQOs

Arguments Against:

1) While acknowledging his son's in-
terest. Mr. Valentich told the press
that Fred was not a "UFO fanatic ”
"He was very serious about his flying
ang would not have played any
games,” he told the Melbourne SUN,
“He was not the type of person who
would make up stores, everything
had to be very correct and posilive for
him. He was part of the way towards
his commercial pilot's licensa and
had no reason to throw all his work
away." He only had tc pass metecr-
ology ang aergdrome legislation
belore gaining his commercial 1k
cense Mr. Valentich said "he was
very keen, quite good and not over-
confident.”

2} San.-Ldr. Acnald Grandy sald he
hand-picked Fred Valentich as an air
training instrucior “because he was
no fool.” He described the missing
pilot as "level-headed and could hold
his tongue . . . {(he was) common
sense on legs." Il the Cessna
crashed into the waler, Grandy was
sure that Valentich would have got




* gut and swum ftor land o | was
possible. “Young Fred taught hers
on Friday nights ang often heiped
out during the weus—I| don’t know
how I'm going to replace hum.

3) Don Sowman, chet Hying instrug-
tor at Southern A Services said: "he
seemed a normal bloke and an aver-
age miot.”

4)Wing-Commander Calin Chaliss of
the Sale RAAF said “we have lles
on unusual aenal sightings, bul they
are nol classitied and Mr. Valentich
did nct see them.”

5} It the event was a hoax based on
Frea Vaientich's UFQ enthusiasm, he
would have known better” than to
keep describing tre UFQ's ap-
pearance in differen! ways,

7 06 44—"four bnght lights’
7.09:42—"long shape’

710 19—="shiny, metallic oh)gct
with a green lighl " It This event was
planned in advance, why would he
choose 1o weaken nis own stary with
mconsistencies?

Counter-Argument n Favor:

It Fred Valentich was really ‘common
sensaon legs,” why did he tHy further
out to sea with a failing engine when
the normal thing wou'd have bien to
turn back to Cape Otway? He s
¢stimated 1o have been only 12
rautical miles out. Cape Qtway was
much turther away. Why oidd he over-
lpok secunng the landing lights at
King Island when it woulg be
wmpossible to land without them?

Il. VALENTICH'S FATHER WAS IN
ON THE DEAL, ANNOUNCING TO
THE PRESS THAT ALIENS HAD
KIDNAPPED HIS SON TO REIN-
FORCE THE HOAX.

Arguments in Faver:

1) immediately alter the disap-
pearance, Guido Valentich told the
press that he believed his son is alive
and being held by people from
another planet. "1 have a very strong
reeling that my son 15 still alive and
s peing held by someone lom
another world. The failure 16 hind any
agn o! my son o©r his piane
strengthens my behet that he has
been taken by some sirange people
for same reason or another | have no
idea why they would wan! to 1ake my
scn, bul strange things co Fappen.™
Neote that this is similar to the Travis
Wallon abduction episode. whera
Wallon's mother exhibited calmness
dunng the days of Travis s absence,
She said that Travis told her earlier
thal if he was ever taken by a UFQ,
she was not 1o worry, that he would
be brought back safeiy

Argumants Against:
1) Mi. Valentich's overt statements
are ciearly a grief reactiun Nct men-

twned o the quotes above was s
carly statement that he would rathie:
believe that Fred was ahve on @
spaceship “than them liraing wreck
age ol the plane " Another press
guote:  1'd rather believe my son was
a'lve 21 some other planet than dead
at the bottom of the sea ”

2) Tt at these conclusions do not re-
fiect a pre-arranged plan s fucther
reflected in the dwinghing hope dis-
playird by Guido Valentich His
earliest spoculation about extrater-
restoal abduction envisionsd a quick
retoes for s san  They may want tc
eota bim for a week or 50 betore re-
furmrrg him.” By October 23, ihis
Juralion lengthened: ™) belleve he
was suchked up into the arr by a JFO
and *hen lorced back 1o earth scrne-
where— parhaps in Central Australia.
Finally, five weeks later, Mr. Valen-
teh was saying “Probably we wiil
e see Fready again . . we hope.
ANS N 1en OF twenty yedrs, we
mirt sec him again”

. VALENTICH NEVER FLEW BE-
YOND CAPE OTWAY. HE SECRETLY
LANDED ON THE GROUND, BE-
CAUSE NO ONE TRACKED OR SAW
OR HEARD HIS FLIGHT OVER CAPE
OTWAY.

Arguments in Favor:

11'We only have Valentich's word that
he pursued tis pre-fited thight plan.
He was not lracked on radar during
the emergency aven though the
Department ol Qivil Aviation (DCA)
cid a radar scan when Valentich
astid tor wentiticatior of the UFO,
Arguments Against:

1) 'ihe otticial explanation for the
Cessna's failure to show up on radar
wac that it was flying 102 low. While
the OCA long-range radar has a
160-nautical mile range. and Valen-
tich was only 95 miles oul, he was
flying at 4500 teet, and the radar
roverage that far out started at 6000
feet up It the pilot's estimate of
hewht lor the UFO was right {1000
leet higher stil), i1 would also fail to
show up

Counter-Argument in Favor:

Ther why did the search planes
show up In that area on radar when
they were unly flying at 152 meters
(500 feel) altnude?
Counter-Argumeant in Favor:

The rucar conditions are variatie,
somatimes kang tsiang itself, only
215 meters above sea level, shows up
on the screcn. False largels wers
showing up Oct. 21 from a tempera-
ture inversion. No photographic
record of the scope was made. The
RAAF al Laverton was no help here,
etther, as thoy also rely on DCA Mel-
bourne radar tor such trackinrg. Once
the Cessna lef!t Melbourne’'s con
trolted awspuce, it was not spe-
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citically tracked

Arguments in Favor (resumed):

21 Nu one wilnessed Lhe plane trem
tho ground, despite reguests for
such information by the DCA, The
thaght plan called fur Valentich to Hy
right ovwer the Cape Otway light
house, yet despite the clear weathes,
e hghthouse keeper never ligisrd a
flang at 7 PM. Bass Shiait hisnecman
rivither saw nor heard anything. Yt
i othe 1972 Tiger Moth disan-
pearance, 22 accounts weri secured
from passerby ground silnesses
alnng the Tasman.ar, ccas!

) There is an uncontirmed repan that
Victarian police received a report that
a hght plane made a mysternous
late-night landing in the western die.
trict, not far from Cape Olway, «l
aboul the same time.

4) Valentich digd not ask Ihe King
Islandg airport 1o illuminate (ke run
way before leaving Moorabbin, Thee
was one by Melbourna Flight Ser
vice once the UFO got reponed. Nar
can the landing Lights be swlched &
automatically by radio signals from
approaching aircrafl. No-mal pro-
cedures calls for the pilot 1o 2rrangu
Iris before leaving. Furthermore
prass accounts suggest that Valen-
tich prever arranged more than a
one-way flight path_ It sounds like he
never expected 1o make it thera!

5) Police have found no nishermen or
King Island who had arranged 1o sel!
Valentich crayfish the stated
reason lor the flight

61 Valentich's long-range Cessna was
carrying 300 lites of fuel. Con-
suming fuel at a rate cf 45 ltres!
hour, he could have xept on tying far
a total ol 6 hours at a max mum
zpeed of 130 knots tor a total flying
range of 1040 km The planned trip
was only supposed to last one hour
and nine minules. Why all the extra
fuel? Did he realy 1y somewhere
else and that's why he didn’t show up
on radar when Cape Otway was
chocked?

Tatal Flight Pange Capabiiny
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Argumenis Against:
2ovatertich's tnends 3. Dilats coam-
rionly rounged the oo al Cap
Ulway once the jghir, use was o
sight withou! actually fromg Zuer o
That Tiger Moth daisappearnsd e day
ngnt al lunchime.

d Victorian polsce atiniads dened
that they have informale n ol a mys-
Mnous plane landing  cAn carler
rress  account had  seror police
othcials neither con'linming nor deny-
Wi ke repont. Daparten ol b Trans-
U1 SpChesMEN said @ would De very
st to pull oft o a landiq;
~ehave noredson 1o € the air-
cralt was anywhere &lse bul near
Cape Otway when 1Rhe message was
recewet
41 According to Mike Duggin of the
Urniversty of Sydney. Valenuch dig
tHe a carefully-prepared 2-way flight
plan. It s strange inat the didn't
request the hghts, altkough ke ang
vnly make one mignt {hght in the
past
£t Resedrcher Paul Nonman went (o
Curnse, Kang Isiand ana deiiberately
walted until 8 PM 10 cnhachk if craylish
coule be secured withou! a3 pro-
arranged order He had no difficulty
hrding Lishermen whoe were tappy 1o
urmply
bi Almost ai hight aircralt tanks are
ket topped up at Moorahtun, even
{o1 lraunung and practice dround the
tecal circuit. What s strange 15 that
Meltourne did not adase Valentich
teoswatch to anotner tuel tank as
s00n s he encountared engine oil-
fieulty

IV. THE STRONGEST PAOOF THAT
VALENTICH 1S HOAXING A DiS-
APPEARAMNCE LIES IN THE PHESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY 16-YEAR
OLD SHOF ASSISTANT, RHONDA
RUSHTON, FRED'S GIALFRIEND.
ITS EVEN KNOWN THAT SHE
WENT TO AN APOLLO BAY MOTEL
TC MEET HIM THERE!

Argumenis in Favor:

TeWorlg-wide attention was given o
Miss Rusnlon's press Statement
“We all know Fred 1s alwve and we
hawe taid the authorihies this, out 1S
alt top seciet now.” Miss Hushlor,
who said she had known Fred tor sig
months, told the AUSTHALIAN, "I
tnow Fred s atve We will see lim
soon.” The Departmen) of Transport
announced it would not divalge 1ne
cetails of her contidential chscle-
sures Miss Rushlon said that after
lethirg her story to unnamed authori-
tes. she was told nel 1c tell anyane
else Tre next day, she cismissed
the UFQ theory, saying. 't think he
has landed someEwhere rot
crashea.’

20 Thne WEESEND AUSTRALIAN
(Der 28-291 declared that on Thurs-
gay, Oct 26, Rhonda nad walked into
the Bay Pines Motel at Apollo Bay
(100 miies from Melbourney  She
asked matel awner Mrs  Joyce Ford
o see Treg Valenuch. The paper
quatod Mrs. Ford as saying, “when i
sawd thore was nobody by thal name
staying htere, she seemad ready lo
cry. She sad she had srranged Lo
meet hum at T o'2lack. She just stood
there for several minules as o she
cowidr 1 Believe me and didn't want
13 lgave 3

Arguments Against:

1) The Ourober 29t SUNDAY PRESS
quoted Fred Valealich s motber
about Rnonda Rushton: "He met
{her) six manths ago through fnends,
I thins and they have been gong oul
regularly ever since He liked her very
much bus 45 ta” as | know there were
ro marr age plans.” Fred's tather
took a maore aggressive stand in the
SUNDAY QBSERVER (OQct. 29),
stalirg that Miss Rushton's allusions
1g the case being a hoax were “very
upsalling ' Fred didn't see her very
cfen. She's (ust gol on the band-
wagon acd the reporis have bean very
upsetting to the family "

2) On the czubject of the “"matel
rendezeous’, Rhonda to!d the SUN-
DAY PHESS. i had only gone thera
fo sat.sty my nwn ming aboul what
nac happened.” To another paper,
she zai. 'l anly went {here 10 see
what the bush was like where he
migrt have landec.” indeed, Rhonda
went on to search the beaches and
rugged bush for two days, aiced by
her parents and a group of Vaien-
tich's tnends from the A Training
Corps Miss Rushton envisioned Ihe
W05t piict as having returned to Cape
Otway and wanded, possibly injured

T

sormewhere She said Valentich aften
told her he was “scareo of water”. "I
he had any trouble, he would have
headed for land, that's for sure.” Ths
15 confrary, of course, to Valentich s
last stated ntention. Another friend
of Fred Yalentich was in the Apatio
Bay area. and tcld Ihe Melbcurne
AGE, "we know Fred is aliva. He's up
ir the bills but wa can’t get to him.”
Sgr. B. C. Klemm of Ihe Apollo-Bay
Pulice commented on the terrain:
"Thure are old abardoned logging
towns up there you can™ even gal to.
It could take days for @ man to get
oul of there even if he could survive 8
plane crash.” Rhonda Rushton suc-
ceeced In chartering a twin-engined
plane which retraced the llight path
Valentich used one weew earlier
between Cape Otway and Lorne (la
the ME). Scanning miles of forest
wilh pinoculars, Rhonda responded
with awe when she saw the lhick,
deso.ate terrain,  Returning fome
emply-handed, she to/d thae Oct. 201
SUNDAY PRESS, | have no plans 1o
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= Qo any more searching mysell, | suil
have th:s feeling thal he was forced
Ic lang and is lying oul there waring
to be rescued. | anow he's alive | just
know 11"
3) Another of Valenich's searchers
sald. "It s nothing to do with drugs |
saw Mim flatlen a bioke once [usl be-
cause the blone olfered him grugs.”
4) Finally, o0 miuch lime has passed
tar thus 10 be a hoax that would
climax in a miraculous reappearance.
The case seemed sumjlar to the Travis
Walton abduction at fust, put Walton
reappeared atter only a few days.

PREMISE #5: THE FEDERAL
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT IS
COVERING UP SOME OF THE
TRUTH OF THIS CASE ONLY
EDITED PORTIONS OF THE TAPED
CONVERSATION ARE BEING
RELEASED:

Argumenis In Favor:
1) The department s prass ofhcer,
Ken Wiliiams, sait. “The lape cer-
tainiy runs longer 1han six minules
the iength covered v, the franscript-
Ed . It could be halt an nour, 'Ne re-
leaseg only the nughhignts.” (lrunical-
Iy, the rarme of one gt the spokesimen
who "refused to release the tapes”
.. was Mr. Nixon!)
2} The transcript shows the piaot at
7:09 as saying: "IV's nat an aircralt,
s .. " (Break in trarsmission! A
Ysgurce”, unnamed Dy the Melbourne
AUSTRALIAN newspaper, indicated
there was no break i transmission
and that Mr Valentich went on to
describe the UFO :n detal
3} Mr Nixon, spokesman for the
Mimister of Transpoit n Canberra,
531, “we believe Ihat air safely in-
veshigalors can probably come 10
tetter conclusions than the press,
We huve our Own views on what hap-
pened and they certainly conl m
clude UFQs.” iemphas s added) The
Meioourne Deparimen: of Transport
added that »l was deartment poicy
npt to release lapes duning an ac-
cident investigaticn

Arguments Agsinsl:

1} Tne Department of Transporl
dermied that it withheld anything per-
hinent to the UFOQ encounler despitle
newspaper repers 1o the contrary
{Chnstchurcn STAR, Oct 25) The
Six-minute franscript, “hey claimed,
15 compiete from beguning to and.
The transmission bDreahs were [ust
that, prabably Vaienuch's finger
holding the microphone while lcok-
ing away. The rest of the lape simply
receras his departure from Moorab
bir up to the start ol tha encounter
2) Guido Valenlich asked to near the
tape to assure himselt that rothing
had teen hdden, The phiot's father

stated that what he heard was the
sama as 1he transcnipt, he didn't be-
lieve avything was Imissing

PREMISE ¥6: VALENTICH'S DIS-
APPEARANCE WAS A BIZARRE
SUICIDE,

Argumeants In Favor:

1) Many of the leaturas suggestirg a
noax  {latture 1o call for landing
lights, the claim that he only hied a
onc-way fhight plan, etc ) also sup-
port |he idea that he pever Mrended
oy return,

2) dudgird by thew quotes in tne
press. Valentich's family and gin
frieng werg told lferenl  stories
regardaing fis return. Miss Hushion
told the papers that Fe wes suppossad
¢ coma Back 1he same might to take
ner o a ©isco. The iime she siates
for his return varies o dilterent press
accounts (°7 PMT in the DAILY
TELEGHAPH, 7:30 PM" in the
CUNDAY TELEGRAPH and '8 PM”
accerding to Harry Griesburg), bul
the sitol could never have made |t
back before 9 PM. Conversewy he
to!d fus oarents be intended to get
bBack at 1} o'cleck, “We were axpect-
ing him home,” Mr. Valentich saig,
“because another family was having
a =oc'al raunion and he was coming,
toe.” Was he handing them all a ina?

Argumenis Against:

11 Gary Graei, a family friend, stated
Ihat "Freagie was a very stable per-
sanaaty He had a very happy famay
tite, a mice qirlfrierd and was doing
wha: be loved 10 do, which was
flying He enjoyed hie far toc much
1 want b kil himself

2] Rhonda Rushion: "He was a very
happy person and had lots of
frignds.”

3) Why would he have pocketad $200
that merning (according to his
parents) 1o purchase tne crayhisk i
re ~asn't planning 1o land?

Ooviausly, thare is no clear way to
chocse amnng all of these possi-
benlies with the information al hand.,
The Department of Transport says
ther tles wie “oper” on this case in
the sbsence of any ‘rew leads’ | and
wiih good reason. Strictly speakirg,
this case is a single-witness Nou-
turnat Light (or CE |, i you're not log
fussy about dislance requireaments);
furthermore, the witness 's unaval-
able! Ware it not tor the dramatic
imphications of that “unavailability”,
the case wouid be minor in Stalure,
instead of being halled as the new
‘Capt. Mantell” or “Cal. Cayne" epi-
sode of 1978, This case maues the
19th UF D entry in the Canter for UFD
Studies' computenzea UFOCAT ref-
grence—oul of 70,000 separate
sightings—ahera a pilol was killed
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or disappeared foliowing a UFQ =n-
counter. In add tion, the failure of tha
engine could Se construec as typisal
of the "EM™ (gleciru-magnenc) nter-
terence eflec's noted in over BOU
cases. Say Guudo Valentich, “I've
been lold that LJFOs can cause &
plane s enging to feact the way my
son reperied his was They seem lo
have some sorl of electncal field
which atfecis engines.” “Seems”, of
course, 1S the key word nere, sinue
the other cases usually had the bero-
tit of an enging or electrical System
that can be restared once the UFO
departs the immedate area

There are other arguments moch
harder to debalz, naturally: the
prospect of window reflecrions or,
lass unlikely, hailucination, leadirg
to a crash Yet s already sale 'o
suspect that the fiios o0 This remare -
abie adventure wi'l be open
forever,

When Southern Ar Services fil s
Gut their insurance ciaim on the lo:s
cf their 341 DCO Cessna. whal will
they List as the cause of the loss?

WERE OTHER UFO
SIGHTINGS LINKED TO THE
VALENTICH UFO?

Bass Strait has been ‘he scere of
UFO sightings throughaut the 20th
cerlury. Back in 1598, hundregs of
pecple  were reporting cigar
shaped” etjects llying over the
Strait Fred Valeatich's sighting
Iiglihighted six weers ot UFO reports
from this region, with reports sub-
rmitled 10 the King Island polce and
the stand’s local paper. Sgt. J.
Woodward of Currie, King Island was
notrlied of strange highls appeanng
o thi north of the isiand, An air and
&3 search was eslablished but no
source of the flare-like Lghts was
'ound. Sept. 121h saw tha sighting of
“oval lighis” which 't up the area ke
daybight, as seen on AuUMerous oo
caslons by 4 nurse in the company o!
cthers. These lights also disap
pearad whan the wilnesses went ou!
0 inveshigate

A numbar o UFO sighuingy were
distlosad 1o tha press {and local UFQ
groups) which oceurred on the same
day as Fred Valentich's dis-
appearance. Summanies of these
cases appear below 1n chronolagical
urder,

(cent. onp. 10)




valentich in Cuceq

No progress was made in denti-
fying the nature of the metallic noise
heard at the end of Fred Valentich's
transmission. Aftar the pilct said his
last words ("Delta Sierra Juliet, Mal-
beourne ., "} he held the microphone
open for 17 seconds. It was here thal
the noises wera heard, Although the
Departmeni of Transport won't play
the tape to the public while the in-
Quiry is underway, they have played
it back 1o Valentich's father, Guido
According to the elder Valentich,
Fred seemed fairly calm until the very
last call he made, then “his voice
seemed to diminish in strength as if
he was gasping or choking”. Guido
Valentich then bheard the metaliic
noise being broadcast and likenad it
{0 a microphone swinging freely and
banging against something. He !eals

WHAT WAS THAT METALLIC NOISE?

Fred might have collapsed with his
finger still helding down the button
on the mike and it was his arm
swinging. Other opinions have been
ventured. One Department of Trans-
port report described the noise as
“two empty beer cans baing banged
together”. The controller who was in |
contact with Valentich, Stave Robey,
said "it sounded like the rapid keying

of a mike." A more dramatic ap- |
praisal in the press had the noise |
being “typical of a plane langing on
the water like the metal baing torn off
the bottom.”

The Department of Transport feels |
that the “open microphone” breaks
throughout the transmission oc-
curred when Valentich turned to lock
out of the window while holding the
button down, i

FRED VALENTICH: A PERSONAL PROFILE

e
!

Fred Valentich got out ¢f ted on
| Oct. 21 at 7:30 AM, the time he
| always gol up. He showered, shaved
+ and gonned a pair of jeans and a
| blue, open-neck shirt. Alter eating a

ight breakiast of toast and colles, he
| ielt his parents, telling them he
I would probably be back iate and not
1o worry. When he ieft the house, he
took §200 with him 1o buy the cray-
tish from King Islang fishermen.
Tnen he drove fo the disposal store
on Puckle St. in Moonee Ponds
where he worked as assistant
manager,

Arriving at work al 3 AM, ha met
the owner of the store, Dick Williams
and talked about sports. His normal
duties were checking siock, sweep-
ing up and sarving customers. Fred's
employer told the SUNDAY PRESS
that "Fred was very gquiet that day,
but then again he was guiet most of
the time. He was the type ol bloke
who never spoke uniess he had
somathing 1o say. On this particular
day, he seemed cheerfu! enough. It
there was something bothering him,
he was hiding it well encugh. The
only thing | remember was that he
was very anxious to finish work,

“He mentioned something about
liying over to King Island and he
seemed very excited. I'il never forget
his last words as he walked outside.

He looked up at the clear, blue sky
and said ‘lIt's :_:olng to be a nice day
to go fymg." "

Then Fred attended a 3'2-hour
ciass in metearology at Moorabbin
Airport, which ended at 6 PM. Iron-
ically, he had taken with him a book
filied with a collection of UFQ and
“gspace” clippings in it. He was still
in good spirits whan he chatted with
a few friends before waiking over to
\he Cessna he rented . . . and at 6:19
PM, VH: DSJ was airborne—for the
last time

Fred Valentich, the oldest of four
children, was born In Melbourne
shortly after his parents migrated
from Trieste, ltaly in 1957, His father,
Guido. is a design draltsman who
met his wite on the voyage out In
1855. Fred grew up In his home town
ol Avondale Heights a tail, skinny
boy with wavy black hair. A former
teacher at Kailor High School des-
cribed him as quiet, friendly and
popular. "He wasn't what you'd call a
brilliant student but he was a
determined kid who seemed to have
made up his mind whal he wanled to
do in life at a vary early age.” . . .
meaning flying

His parents agree that he wanted
to be a pilot before he was 12 years
old. "Once | took him down 10

Moorabbin and we went up in an
aeroplane and ever since then he
wanted to be a pilot,” his father said
“I gidn’t take much notice until he
wias 17 and joined the Air Training
Corps.” His mother, Alberta, said
that despite his other hobbles,
“flying was the thing that made him |
the most happy. At first we tried to
convince him to give up the |dea be-
cause we lfelt il was too dangerous.
But he was so keen on it, he even-
tually talked us into letting him go
for his private license. In facl, he
wanted his commercial pillot's ii-
cense so bad, he became territied of
failing the course,

"He was very superstitious, 100,
and for this reason he avoided lelling
many people that he was going for |1,
Somehow he balieved that this could
bring him bad fuck." Mrs. Valentich
had even taken on a part-time job as
a shop assistant to help pay for nher
son's commercial pilot course. I
didn’t mind making the sacrifice. We
are a close family who like to help
each other. We all wanied Freddie to
succeed. We were very proud of l

|

him."

His mother described him as a shy
young man who had aifficulty talking
to pecple, especially girls, Miss
Rhonda Rushton was a rare example
of dating for him.

Liven.
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CASE TIME PLACE MUMBER OF WITNESSES DURATION

(3] 2PK Curne. King Island 1 {yOung woman) 1Cmin,
APPEARANCE: Silver "goltball -shaps, 2 umes {he size o' 4 small plane.

BEHAVIOR: Seen 707 up wn shy: inoved oul of a ¢loud, cast to wesl taward the sea, very nigh up. Atter
Moving away a d'stance. it stopped and tacked up slowly

12 P Caonwe, Geslong 13 lteanage boys 10-15 min.

APPEARANCE: Two cga's cornectad by shiny pipes. No wings seven Aetalhc silk coior agains® a bright
blue sky.
BEHAVIOR: veuy slow trave) airecliy cverhead, moving west to eas!

¥l 4 15PM Cape Otazay 2 tmotier & son)
APPEARANCE Twc cigass with his al the rear—no wings—bnghl, greaming silver, which becama white

BEHAVIOR: Coming from the SW, 7% cp. Flying in cloge, precise formatior. Then they swept north with
Tjet-uhe’ speed

VALENTICH 351G

w4 P10 PM Frankston 3imother & 2 kids) {1 miie of dreving,

APPEARANCE: Red/pmink/white "skyrocke!”
BEHAVIOR: Seen up over (he hulls n the easl.

Rl -

w5 7 10PH Brooklyn 2 ibank mgr. & wile} (see text)
APPEARANCE: Sotd mass of hght with 4 vivid projections. Green flashing ligh's on the l=ft Color ol "4
star’

BEHAVIOR: Hcvening direstly belore car at [ow angle. Moved at u slow pace and was nol gone from sight
until the coupls drove to nearby Geelong.

*6 B 15PM Bateman's Bay (30 km N} 2 (couple) 5 min
APPEARAMNCE: Brighr, white object seen agair-.sfa claar sky
BEHAVIOR: "unpossible acrobatics”, complelely distinguished from planes. Heading towards Sydney.

a7 9 eM Warrnambool 2 (housewives) mare than 30 min
APPEARANCE: “ive times a star, red/orange

BEHAVIOR: Haseingat lirstinihe SE at a 75° angle, then it moved quick y ta the SW ard stopped 10° up.
It taded iett a yollow glow, and lit up agan

An AAAF spokesman taig they [~ 7

CASE LOCATIONS
WA Valentich)

rag received 11 sighiing reports n |
tour days lollowing the pilats dis-
appearance. The Victcran UFO Re-
search Society recenved 45 reports by
Hov 1 The RAAF 1n Canberra said

they have thorough'y cheched 1Q00 E
Lusirahian sightings since 1360 ‘

Whiig there had been no annua in.
Crease (0 rEports in recant years, the
number ol sightings weemed "un-
wientihiable” had risen from 3% tour
years 390 (o 10% this year.
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